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or what parable shall we use to describe it?” 
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A new kind of Study

Modern Parables is a new kind of Bible study.  From one perspective, 
it’s a study that uses short films of the parables to teach the Bible.  
 But from another perspective, it’s something unique. Modern 
Parables employs a new method of understanding the Bible through 
films that explain the biblical text. It uses modern stories that rec-
reate in the viewer the same responses that the original audiences 
of Jesus’ parables might have experienced.  In other words, just 
watching the films begins to explain the historical, grammatical, con-
textual and interpretive elements of Jesus’ parables.  The films 
help people grasp the parables at an immediate, gut level.  This 
emotional immediacy enables them to engage the Bible in a pow-
erful and compelling new way.  
 At its heart, Modern Parables uses film to drive people deeper into 
Scripture.  To borrow a phrase from the poet Horace, it seeks “to 
please and instruct.”  The films are intended to be both entertain-
ing and educational at the same time.
 Most people – churchgoing people, at least – would agree that 
Jesus’ parables are important.  Yet, if asked further, most would say 
that His parables are nice stories intended to teach universal moral 
lessons.  If you understand the moral of the story, you’ve gotten the 
parable.
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 There’s a problem with that explanation: it doesn’t square with 
what Jesus Himself said about His parables.  Rather than trying to 
create a set of nice stories for the world, Jesus bluntly said that He 
taught in parables so that His hearers wouldn’t immediately understand His 
teaching (Matt 13:13).
 But the problem goes beyond that.  When you start looking at 
His parables, a lot of them aren’t nice stories at all: a king destroys 
an entire city for speaking out against him; a manager cheats his 
master out of money and is praised by Jesus for it; a fig tree is cursed 
for not bearing fruit.  
 When taken at face value, the parables can be confusing and 
hard to understand.   In fact, to get a nice moral out of some of 
them requires a good bit of twisting.  Parables are not simple moral 
stories that teach a lesson.
 So what are parables?
 The Bible explains that Jesus had specific purposes for teach-
ing in parables.  Matthew tells us that in at least one instance He 
spoke to the crowd only in parables and said nothing without a par-
able (Matt 13:34).  Why is this? 
 As Jesus said in Mark, “What shall we say the kingdom of God 
is like, or what parable shall we use to describe it?” (Mk 4:30)  It 
is important to understand that the parables cannot be separated 
from Jesus’ teaching on the Kingdom of God.  If detached from 
His larger teaching ministry, they don’t make sense.  Rather, the 
parables are like different lenses used to view different aspects of 
the Kingdom of God.  Jesus Himself often started His parables 
with, “The Kingdom of God is like…”  
 To Jesus, parables are comparisons between the natural and 
spiritual realms that teach His followers different aspects of the 
Kingdom of God.  In this sense, parables are keys to understanding 
the things Jesus wanted His followers to know about His Kingdom.  
On the one hand, they are like little instruction manuals explain-
ing what God is like and how He acts, as well as how people in His 
Kingdom ought to live.  On the other hand, they describe how people 
inside or outside the Kingdom actually do live.
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 The reason Jesus spoke in parables was that He knew they were 
the best method for teaching about the Kingdom He was inaugurat-
ing with His life, death, and resurrection.

how the Study Works
Modern Parables, Vol 1 explores six different parables.  In this 
study, Prodigal Sons is covered in two lessons.  The first lesson is called 
“Understanding the Parable.”  In this lesson you’ll be watching 
the film, then doing some basic study on the parable itself.  The 
second lesson is called “Living the Parable.”  In this lesson you’ll 
be watching an application video taught by Rev. Scotty Smith, then 
discussing how to apply the teaching of the parable in your day-to-
day life.  
 Modern Parables seeks to recreate the immediacy of the gut-level 
reaction of the first-century audience hearing Jesus’ parables.  The 
parable films are simply teaching tools that, after being used, will fall 
away to leave the Biblical text for people to understand and apply.  
In the long run, the only thing that matters is the Bible, so it is 
important to keep the parable films in their proper context as tools 
and not the purpose of the study.

There are three levels that the study moves through:

LEVEL 1 – thE draMatic stOrY 

A parable is a story.  The reader (or viewer) must understand a 
parable at the level of plot and character before he or she can un-
derstand anything else about it.  This first level refers to the essen-
tial story line of a parable.

LEVEL 2 – thE BiBLicaL paraLLEL   

Once you understand the story, you will be able to step back and 
look at the parable film side-by-side with the original parable of Je-
sus.  We designed each film to parallel the original parable as closely 
as possible in a modern re-telling of the story.  The hope is that the 
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parallels make it much easier for a modern person to bridge the 
2,000-year gap from when the parables were originally told.

LEVEL 3 – thE practicaL appLicatiOn  
The part of the study known as “Living the Parable” is dedicated to 
the practical application of the parables.  In general, it is neces-
sary to understand a Biblical text before applying it.  Going back to 
the days of the Apostles, pastors have had a responsibility to teach 
and apply the Bible to the church.  Modern Parables recognizes pastors’ 
foundational role in guiding people into the truth, and has incorpo-
rated their teaching into a key aspect of the study: the Application 
Video.  The parable film has a related Application Video that ex-
plains what it means to live out the parable in daily life. 

Bonus Lesson: Cinematic theology
For those who are interested, we have provided an additional lesson 
that explores the world of cinema and theology in greater detail.  
The lesson on Prodigal Sons is found on page 49 of this guide.  The 
lesson consists of watching the Director’s Commentary for the film, 
then talking through the questions provided.

*                     *                     *    

In closing, thank you for purchasing Modern Parables. We hope that 
this study is a helpful tool for expanding your understanding of 
these parables as they relate to the broader Kingdom of God.
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Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. The younger one 
said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his 
property between them. 
 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for 
a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. After he 
had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and 
he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that 
country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. He longed to fill his stomach 
with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. 
 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired 
men have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! I will set out and 
go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven 
and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like 
one of your hired men.’ So he got up and went to his father. 
 “But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled 
with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and 
kissed him. 
 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against 
you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 
 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put 
it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the fattened 
calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. For this son of mine was dead 

study material

Lesson Eleven
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  pa r a b l e

Luke 15:11-32
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and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate. 
 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the 
house, he heard music and dancing. So he called one of the servants and 
asked him what was going on. ‘Your brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your 
father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.’ 
 “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went 
out and pleaded with him. But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years 
I’ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave 
me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. But when this son 
of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you 
kill the fattened calf for him!’ 
 “‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I 
have is yours. But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother 
of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’”   luke 
15:11-32

introduction
The parable of the Prodigal Son is one of the two most famous par-
ables Jesus told (the Good Samaritan being the other).  Just as the 
word ‘Samaritan’ has taken on new meaning as a result of the par-
able, so too has ‘prodigal’ come to refer not only to someone who 
is wasteful (the historic meaning of the word), but also to someone 
who has left his home and faith, and become lost to his family.
 The parable of the so-called Prodigal Son is really a story 
about two lost sons.  In it Jesus is comparing and contrasting two 
types of lostness, one symbolized by the younger son and one by 
the older.  When we see the parable from this perspective, it takes 
on a new complexity and addresses  two of the major concerns 
facing those who would enter the Kingdom of God.

Setting and Context
In chapter 15, Luke tells us, “Now the tax collectors and ‘sinners’ 
were all gathering around to hear him. But the Pharisees and the 
teachers of the law muttered, ‘This man welcomes sinners and eats 
with them.’” (Luke 15:1-2)  
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 According to this introductory passage, two groups had 
gathered around Jesus to listen to Him teach.  The first con-
sisted of tax collectors and sinners, or those Jews who had forsak-
en God’s law publicly.  The tax collectors were those who worked 
for the government taking in taxes; they consistently fleeced the 
people for more money.  It was common practice in those days 
for tax collectors to mark up taxes and keep the difference for 
themselves.  Sinners could have been any number of people, 
including prostitutes, drunkards, thieves, and others who out-
wardly bucked the religious system of the day.
 The second group consisted of the Pharisees and teachers of 
the law.  These were the men who attempted to follow the law as 
perfectly as they knew how.  They were very moral men, people who 
on the outside did exactly what was expected of them.  The law was 
their standard, and although it was a good standard, it had become 
an end in itself, obscuring their relationships with God.  
 Jesus identified the Pharisees’ basic problem when He told 
them, “Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypo-
crites; as it is written: ‘These people honor me with their lips, 
but their hearts are far from me.  They worship me in vain; their 
teachings are but rules taught by men.’ You have let go of the 
commands of God and are holding on to the traditions of men.” 
(Mark 7:6-8)  For the Pharisees and teachers, anyone who broke 
the law or traditions was unacceptable in their eyes, as well as anyone 
who associated with those law-breakers.
 Hence their distrust of Jesus.  Jesus made a point of spending 
time with public lawbreakers, and the religious leaders didn’t like it. 
To put it in current terms, Jesus spent more time with druggies and 
street-walkers than He did with church elders and deacons.  We might 
find it a bit disconcerting ourselves if someone did this today – but 
perhaps that is a sign of our own problems.
 With the two groups in front of Him – the immoral and the 
moral, the lawbreakers and the law-abiders, the unrighteous and 
the self-righteous – Jesus told three parables.  In one respect these 
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parables are aimed primarily at the Pharisees and teachers of the 
law.  After all, they were the ones muttering about those with whom 
Jesus kept company, those same “lost sheep of Israel” whom it was 
their duty to take care of.  All three parables are about being lost and 
found, and the public reactions that go with it. 
 Jesus’ first parable is the famous story of the lost sheep that 
is sought by the shepherd.  When the shepherd finds the sheep he 
brings it home and celebrates with the village over his find.  Je-
sus then explains that the story is about sinners repenting and how 
heaven rejoices over it.  Interestingly enough, the sheep - which is 
compared to a spiritually lost sinner - never does anything other 
than become lost.  It is the shepherd who does all the positive action 
in finding and bringing the sheep home.  In other words, it is the 
responsibility of those who are law-abiders to go out and bring in 
those who are law-breakers.  (It is also an interesting commentary 
on the true nature of repentance, something normally associated 
with the action of the repentant. In the first two parables the action 
of the seeker is much more important than the action of the one 
who is lost.)
 Jesus’ second parable is the parable of the lost coin.  A woman 
loses a coin and searches carefully until she finds it.  She calls her 
friends to rejoice and Jesus again draws a comparison between the 
celebration in the story and the celebration in heaven over a sin-
ner who repents.
 These two parables set the stage for Jesus’ most impressively-
designed parable.  At every level it is a masterpiece of beauty and 
teaching, exploring many interrelated themes simultaneously.  In 
light of its relationship to the two preceding parables, we assume from 
the outset that it will be about someone losing something very valu-
able and seeking it.  Yet Jesus again turns the tables on His listeners, 
for in this last parable someone is lost but no one goes to seek him.  
In one sense, it is this missing element that is so important for us to 
note.  In its place we find an older brother who brings a whole new 
perspective to Jesus’ specific teaching about being lost.
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the division of Property

There was a man who had two sons. The younger one said to his father, 
“Father, give me my share of the estate.” So he divided his property between 
them.  luke 15:11-12

Jesus begins the parable by introducing the three main characters.  
The father is a wealthy, landed farmer with two sons.His two sons 
would have worked on his estate in some capacity.  When we see the 
older son the second time, he is returning from the fields.  It would 
have been assumed the younger son had some estate responsibili-
ties as well, although his generally wasteful actions could have made 
people think he was lazy.  A wealthy father with two sons was a very 
normal picture in Middle Eastern culture.
 The younger son’s request for his part of the inheritance, how-
ever, was not.  Kenneth Bailey tells us that “in all of Middle Eastern 
literature (aside from this parable) from ancient times to the pres-
ent, there is no case of any son, older or younger, asking for his 
inheritance from a father who is still in good health.”1  Bailey goes 
further and explains that culturally such a request was equal to the 
son saying, “I wish you were dead.”2  An audience hearing this story 
in the ancient Middle East would expect the father to angrily reject 
his younger son’s request and throw him out of his presence for be-
ing so disrespectful.3  It was therefore even more shocking that the 
father chooses to grant the request.
 Jesus draws a direct comparison between the younger son and 
the man or woman who has rejected God’s law.  This is the sinner, 
the immoral person, the law-breaker.  Such a person is basically 
selfish, wanting the things God has created more than God Himself, 
and therefore blatantly rejecting any relationship with Him. The 
sinner’s break with God is a public break.  He is saying with his ac-
tions that he wants nothing to do with the loving God who created 
him.  
 God tells us in many places that He is not pleased with such a 
choice.  It is not as if Jesus went easy on the unrighteous; rather, He 
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came to save them from themselves and told them so: “Stop sinning 
or something worse may happen to you.” (John 5:14) God may al-
low some people to use His things with impunity for a short time, 
but as the parable shows us, they eventually ruin themselves by their 
choices.
 The older brother is a different matter.  At the start of the par-
able he is mentioned once, then we hear nothing else from him un-
til the younger son’s return.  Although his inaction may mean little 
to us, it spoke volumes to the original audience.  In that culture it 
was expected that the eldest brother would act as mediator between 
the father and the children who were at odds with him or with one an-
other.5  We see something similar to this in the Old Testament when 
Reuben seeks to save Joseph from his brothers and return him to his 
father.  (Gen 37:21-21)
 This brings us to the moment of the actual division of the 
property.  Notice that Jesus tells us “he divided his property be-
tween them.”  This means the older brother received his share when 
the younger brother received his.  Again, following custom, it 
would have been expected that the older brother would publicly 
refuse his share as a statement of the injustice of the action.  Yet 
his quiet acceptance emphasizes his own problems in his relation-
ship with his father.6

 Bailey brings up one more important distinction in the origi-
nal culture concerning the nature of inheritance and the right of 
possession versus the right of disposition.  The former meant that one was 
entitled to the inheritance but might not have control over it to do 
what one wanted with it.  It would have been possible for someone 
to give the inheritance to someone (right of possession) but still 
maintain control over it (right of disposition).7  
 In the younger son’s instance, he is given both rights since we 
see him selling off the property in the next verse.  As far as the older 
son goes, the father’s comments at the end of the story imply that 
the older son has the right of possession due to the division (“every-
thing I have is yours…”) but had not asked for the right of disposi-
tion (“you never gave me even a young goat…,” implying that he 
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does not have complete control over everything).  This distinction 
is helpful to understand as we move into the next part of the story.

the first Lost Son

Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a 
distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. luke 
15:13

In the original parable the father’s wealth would have been mea-
sured in property and animals.  Such things are not very portable.  
The younger son needed to sell off the family lands and livestock in 
order to get cash to take with him.  That is what Jesus meant when 
He said that the younger son “got together all he had.” 
 Such lands would have been in the family for generations. To 
the original audience, ancestral lands would have had a sense of sa-
credness to them.  The land was a gift from God to the people; the 
son’s complete disregard of his ancestral responsibilities is therefore 
another sign of his disregard for authority and tradition.  The local 
village would have found his actions detestable, just as Mr. Haw-
thorne’s board finds Jake’s actions unconscionable.8    
 Nevertheless, the younger son goes through with his plan.  He 
takes his money and travels to a distant country.  Such a country would 
have been occupied by gentiles or foreigners; that is, non-Jews whose 
religion and cultural practices were unacceptable according to Bibli-
cal religion.  This was not simply a sense of racial and religious pride. 
God Himself had separated His people from foreigners and put strong 
cultural boundaries between them.  Although Jesus would eventually 
break down those barriers, during the time of their use they served 
an important purpose in keeping the people of God holy and distinct 
from idolatrous nations.  In Jesus’ day gentiles were idol worshipers, 
and any foreign land the younger son would travel to would have been 
filled with gentiles.  In other words, he was physically separating him-
self from what he knew to be true.
 Jesus tells us that once there the younger son “squandered his 
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wealth in wild living.”  The Greek word used for wild living does not 
necessarily imply either moral or immoral living, but rather being 
wasteful with his money.9  In spite of that, the older brother’s charge 
at the end of the parable that he wasted his money with prostitutes 
has influenced many interpretations of this verse.  
 There are a number of problems with reading the older broth-
er’s comment earlier into the story, not the least of which is that the 
older brother wasn’t there.  As we will see when we get to that part of the 
parable, this accusation is much more malicious than it may ap-
pear on the surface.  Even further, Kenneth Bailey tells us that most 
of the Middle Eastern translations of the text do not condemn the 
younger son for immorality but rather translate the words as being 
“luxurious” and “wasteful” – an important distinction.10  These cul-
tures see his wastefulness as parties, gifts, and personal luxury.  Such 
excess forms a sharp contrast to what lies in store for him.

the great Loss

After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole coun-
try, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to a citizen 
of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. He longed to fill his 
stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him any-
thing.  luke 15:14-16

In the ancient world there were few things more devastating to a 
community than a famine.  Famines usually resulted from seasons of 
bad crops and would quickly constrict the food supply of a nation.  
The most famous famine in the Bible is the one for which Joseph 
stored up grain for seven years.  
 The younger son stands in stark contrast to Joseph.  His wanton 
wastefulness has exposed him to a catastrophe that could even take his 
life.  There was no state welfare in those days and no unemployment.  
He was a Jew living amongst gentiles  so he could not turn to strangers 
and expect them to help him, as he could if he were still living in his 
own country.  
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 In his distress he takes a job.  In times of famine, there would 
have been countless needy people in the community.  The closest 
approximation we can come to in the modern West is an economic 
recession or depression where many people are out of work and it’s 
difficult for them to purchase the things they need to live on.  In the 
same way, there would have been many people needing work. 
 It is therefore curious that this citizen offers him a job feeding 
pigs.  Pigs were considered ceremonially unclean by Jews, something 
that would have been known by people in the countries around Is-
rael.  It is a disgusting job for a Jew because he is in constant associa-
tion with that which he was brought up to detest.  Could it be that 
the citizen was offering him a job he expected him to reject, almost 
taunting him with such a position?11  As our film shows us, cleaning 
up around dead bodies is a job that would disgust most people.  It’s 
important to realize that just the idea of feeding pigs would turn the 
stomachs of the first-century Jewish audience.
 That the younger son accepts the job shows how bad things 
are.  To emphasize this further, Jesus says that he is so hungry he 
wants the same food the pigs are eating.  Yet no one is looking out 
for him.  No one cares that he is there dying of starvation.  He is 
on his own, separated totally from his family.  No one is coming to 
look for him.
 Let us now bring up what is missing when comparing this par-
able and the two parables preceding it.  In both the other parables 
someone goes out to look for what is lost, finds it, and then brings 
it home.  Who in this parable should be the one to go out and look 
for the younger brother and bring him home?
 Is it not the older brother?  Yet unlike the shepherd and the 
woman, both of whom consider what was lost to be very valuable and 
take great strides to find it again, we know that the older brother has 
nothing but anger and contempt for his younger sibling.  This “miss-
ing searcher” is important to remember.  We will discuss it again when 
we come to the older brother’s dialogue with his father.
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gutter Sensibility

When he came to his senses, he said, “How many of my father’s hired men 
have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! I will set out and go 
back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven 
and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me 
like one of your hired men.” So he got up and went to his father.   luke 
15:17-20

It’s amazing how the gutter can put one’s life in an entirely new 
perspective.  This brings up an interesting question: was the young-
er son suddenly showing a repentant heart?  Luke uses the phrase 
“he came to himself” instead of the traditional word for repentance 
which he uses approximately twenty-five times both in his gospel 
and the book of Acts. Instead of true repentance, this appears to 
be a change of mind based on circumstances rather than a true 
change of heart. 12   The younger son is lamenting the pain of his 
bad condition rather than the pain he’s caused his father through 
his choices.
 This comes out even more pointedly when he hatches a plan 
intended to get him home.  His father’s hired men have much more 
than he does.  He can go tell his father that it’s his fault (“I have 
sinned against heaven and against you”), that he should not receive 
the benefits of sonship (“I am no longer worthy to be called your 
son”); and that he could become like one of his hired men.
 Yet let’s look for a moment at this position of a “hired man.”  
Kenneth Bailey tells us there were three levels of servants on a first-
century estate: 1) Bondsmen, or slaves who were part of the estate; 
2) Slaves of a lower class than bondsmen; and 3) hired servants, or 
men who had no part in the estate but were hired on a daily basis.13  
In other words, the younger son wants to be in this last category, a 
free person, independent of his father, but able to work and earn 
an income.  Furthermore, in this capacity he could work and try to 
pay back some of what he owed his father.  
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 This plan has a number of positive points for the younger son.  
First, he can maintain his sense of pride that even though he lost 
everything, he can still work and have a job.  Second, he will not 
be under his older brother’s authority.  After all, his older brother 
owns what is left of the estate.14 
 This does not appear to be the thinking of true repentance.  
Instead, the younger son appears to be motivated by self-preserva-
tion, and if there is some regret in his thinking it is overshadowed by 
his need to take care of himself.  True repentance would not seek his 
own security but would address the primary problem: his relation-
ship with his father.
 Nevertheless, with his plan formulated in his mind, he heads 
back to his father.

the gracious homecoming

But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with 
compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed 
him. The son said to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against 
you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.” But the father said to his 
servants, “Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his 
finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a 
feast and celebrate. For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was 
lost and is found.” So they began to celebrate.   luke 15:20-24

If the parable of the prodigal son is the most famous of Jesus’ par-
ables, then this part of the story is the most well-loved.  Over time, 
commentators and pastors have painted the picture of a lonely fa-
ther pining away for his son, waiting every day by the window to see 
if he’s coming home.  It is a lovely picture.
 The problem is, the text says nothing about it.  Instead, 
it says that the father sees the son while he was still a long way 
off.  In a land of gently rolling hills and fields (such as Galilee) 
it would have been easy for him to see him while in the distance.  
But the parable doesn’t say he was waiting for him to show up.
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 Jesus’ point in having the father see the son in the distance is that 
it gives the father the opportunity to go to him.  This is what is so ex-
traordinary and what is sometimes obscured by the sentimentality of a 
waiting father.  Dignified, wealthy men do not go out to meet wayward 
sons; rather, wayward sons go in to repent before them. 15  And if they 
ever do go out of their homes, they certainly don’t run: it is a degrad-
ing thing to do.16

 Why does the father respond this way?  Jesus tells us that when 
the father saw his son, he felt compassion for him.  This is the same 
word that Luke uses to describe the emotions of the Samaritan for 
the man in need.  It is a deep and abiding love that moves to ac-
tion.17

 The first thing the father does when he sees his son is to throw 
his arms around him and kiss him.  These kisses are signs both to 
his son and to the watching community that he is forgiving his son 
and reconciling him to himself.18  It is not difficult to imagine what 
had been going through the son’s head before he sees the father: re-
hearsing his speech, fearing the meeting, wondering what he would 
say, seeing the community draw around him as he came into the 
village.  The father’s reaction would certainly surprise him.
 The son gives his prepared speech, but “make me like one of 
your hired men” is strangely missing.  It is too obvious an omission 
in such a short story to have been accidental (see endnote for a dif-
ferent view on this omission).19  Rather, it is a sign that the son has 
come to a true level of repentance.  He has sinned against his father 
and isn’t worthy to be called his son but he’s not going to try to work 
his way back into good standing.20 
 Why this change of heart?  It is because of the father’s unex-
pected outpouring of love and demonstration of humility in spite 
of what the younger son had done.  The father’s compassion brought the 
younger son to a place of true repentance.  Prior to this, his com-
ing to his senses was based on his painful situation. His coming to 
repentance is based on his father’s love.  
 It is an important distinction.  The father’s affection precedes 
any confession.  In theological terms, grace always precedes true re-
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pentance.  After all, in his speech the younger son never gets past 
“I’m not worthy.”  In the first draft, he felt he was worthy to do 
something to earn back his father’s favor; he intended to tell his 
father to give him a job.  After his father’s outpouring of love he 
recognizes that it was never about the money and always about his 
relationship to his father.
 The father’s response confirms this.  He gives four orders 
which would have had great significance to the original audience.  
First, he tells his servants to dress his returned son in the best robe. 
The best robe would have been the father’s robe, used for feast days.  
Anyone in the village who looked at him would know immediately he 
had been reaccepted into the family. The ring would be the signet 
ring, a sign that he has authority to do business for the estate; in 
other words, he is giving him back his job as a ruling member of the 
family.  The sandals are the sign of being free and not a servant, thus 
reestablishing the son’s authority over the servants who put them on 
his feet.21

 Finally, he tells the servants to kill the fattened calf and pre-
pare for a feast to celebrate.  A fattened calf would take months of 
feeding and care; it was an expensive luxury.  In light of the lack 
of refrigeration in those days, when an animal was killed it was 
expected to be eaten soon after.  This large amount of meat would 
have been enough to feed a very large gathering of people, far be-
yond the immediate household.22  The father not only expects to 
celebrate with his family, but for the entire village to join them.  
He explains why: “For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; 
he was lost and is found.” 
 There is a clear parallel in the father’s language here and the 
language of the shepherd and the woman in the preceding parables.  
There is joy and excitement over finding what was lost to them and 
the natural thing to do is celebrate.
 Jesus provides the spiritual significance of this banquet when 
He says in the two preceding parables that “there is rejoicing in 
the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”  
(Luke 15:10)  These three parables come as a sequence concern-
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ing the lost, so this interpretation naturally holds for the current 
parable as well.  The parallels between the natural and spiritual 
realms show us that if the earthly servants are like angels, then the 
father in the story is a picture of God in heaven.  The picture of 
the eschatological banquet at the end of time is strong in the New 
Testament, and a number of scholars see overtones of the final 
banquet in this banquet for the lost son.  Everyone is overjoyed at 
the son’s return.
 Everyone but the older brother.

the Second Lost Son 

Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, 
he heard music and dancing. So he called one of the servants and asked him 
what was going on. “Your brother has come,” he replied, “and your father 
has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.”  The 
older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and 
pleaded with him. But he answered his father, “Look! All these years I’ve 
been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me 
even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. But when this son of 
yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you 
kill the fattened calf for him!”   luke 15:25-30

The second half of the parable begins with the older son return-
ing from work.  It is an appropriate re-introduction to someone 
who sees merit as the basis of his relationship with his father.  Just as 
in the film, the older son is surprised and curious as to the meaning 
of the festivities.  But his curiosity turns quickly to anger.  It doesn’t 
matter to him that the reason for the celebration is that his younger 
brother is safe.  His response shows that he doesn’t care whether his 
brother is dead or alive.  
 The older brother’s angry reaction serves as the first point of 
contrast between him and the two other seekers in the preceding 
parables.  Where they experience joy and excitement, he experi-
ences anger and frustration.  Not only was it the older brother’s 
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responsibility to seek the lost, it should have been his loving, filial 
desire.  Yet he cares nothing for his lost brother.  Even further, his 
real interest is in the financial matters at stake.  The issue of killing 
the fattened calf becomes the prevailing theme of the older son’s 
repugnance.  He latches onto it for a number of reasons, not the 
least of which is that he is now the owner of it.
 And so he refuses to go into the party and welcome his broth-
er home.  To the original audience, this would have been a highly 
disrespectful gesture from the older son to his father.  In a family 
gathering, the older son had responsibility to act as the host to the 
guests, greeting them, offering them more food, and ordering the 
servants to meet the guests’ needs.23  He would have been expected 
to go in immediately and welcome home his brother, hiding his 
personal disgust in deference to his father’s pleasure.
 But the older son doesn’t care about his relationship with his 
father.  There is a striking parallel between the two sons here: both 
evidence the same kind of pride in their particular positions.  Both 
are selfish in their own particular ways.  Both are lost to the father.
 So the father goes out to him.  Such an action would have halted 
the party since the most important person was leaving the table and 
going out to see his angry son.  The son’s actions are publicly insult-
ing to the father, literally humiliating him in front of his guests.  
In Middle Eastern culture, this kind of behavior was an enormous 
insult.24  Yet the father’s love for his sons includes accepting the hu-
miliation that results from their rejection.  If there is any underly-
ing theme in this parable, it is that the father is consistently gracious 
toward sons who do not deserve it.   
 In the original culture, the expected reaction of the father 
would have been anger.  He should have demanded that his son go 
into the party.  Yet again, this father does not react like any father 
the culture had ever seen.  As his guests watch, the father pleads 
with his son to come into the party and welcome home his brother.  
Where he has every right to demand, he instead reasons with him.  
 It is here that the parable starts to explore the inner work-
ings of the self-righteous heart.  Prior to this it examined 
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the highs and lows of the sinner’s choices that led him back 
to God and His transforming grace.  Now it focuses on the  
attitude of the self-righteous man who is trying to follow God’s law, 
yet in reality is far from knowing God.  
 The older son’s contempt is evident in his first words.  
Whereas previously in the parable the younger son always  
addressed his father with his proper title, the older son gives him an 
order, again emphasizing his disrespect for him.25  He draws a con-
trast between himself and his younger brother by saying “all these 
years…”  Although we don’t know exactly how long the younger 
brother was gone, this implies that he had been gone for some time, 
and is a reminder to the father that he was not the one who had 
abandoned the family.  
 The older son goes on to say how he has been “slaving” away 
for the father during that time.  But this is an odd perspective for a 
son who essentially possesses the entire estate.  A slave occupied the 
lowest position in ancient society and worked not by choice but by 
requirement.  The older son is saying that he views himself as a slave: 
but why is that?  Is it possible that a life based only on law-keeping 
encourages a slave mentality in those who pursue it?
 From this point forward his argument begins to lose touch with 
reality.  He says he never disobeyed his father’s orders yet he’s dis-
obeying him at that very moment, publicly insulting him before the 
entire community.  In the film, Andrew’s narrative begins to falter 
near the end of the story when he assumes his brother wouldn’t take 
a job (he does) and that his father really doesn’t have any authority 
anymore (he does).  The issue here is that the self-righteous man 
begins to define his own actions and the world around him accord-
ing to his own warped perspective. 
 But that is not the only issue.  As he looks at the world through 
his own law-based worldview, he comes to doubt that his father re-
ally loves him.  This is the meaning of “you never gave me even a 
young goat so I could celebrate with my friends.”  In terms of value, 
a young goat was a commonplace animal and worth far less than a 
fattened calf.   In other words, you love him more than you love me since you 
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never gave me even a fraction of what you’ve given him.  It is a childish statement 
that reveals the deep sense of insecurity about his position in the 
family.  He is basically unsure of his father’s love for him.
 Furthermore, he doesn’t understand the true nature of cel-
ebration.  To be fair, the younger son also didn’t understand it for a 
time.  There are three types of festivities mentioned in this parable: 
the first is the assumed wasteful, extravagant parties of the younger 
son; the second is the true celebration of the father; and the third is 
this trumped up get-together with friends of the older son.  Notice 
how the first and the third have selfishness as their root, while the 
second is motivated by joy.  There is a sour note to the older son’s 
idea of a celebration that is more similar to the younger son’s party 
than the father’s: neither the younger nor the older son wanted to 
celebrate with their family; rather, their mistaken idea of celebra-
tion is with those outside their family.  Symbolically this suggests that 
neither the sinner nor the self-righteous are interested in the true 
messianic, familial banquet of God.  It is the acceptance of God’s 
grace that brings the sinner into the celebration, but the self-righ-
teous man fights against it.
 The older son soon turns vitriolic against both the younger son 
and the father.  Instead of saying “my brother” he refers to him 
as “this son of yours,” essentially denying any relationship to his 
brother, something his inaction to seek him  demonstrated much 
earlier.  It is another slap in the face to his father, reminding him 
publicly – remember, everyone is listening to this – how his brother 
lost all his money.  
 His story takes yet another turn for the worse when he says 
that his brother lost it with “prostitutes.”  Arland Hultgren points 
out that this translation is not quite strong enough but that a more 
shocking word like “whores” is more accurate for a public out-
burst.26  But where does the older brother get this?  He doesn’t 
know what his younger brother was doing all that time he was away.  
All he knows is that he came back without any money.  It is an ugly 
accusation that seeks to degrade his younger brother before his 
father and the community.  
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 His disgust finally resolves itself in his bitter statement con-
cerning the fattened calf.  The older son is ultimately just as con-
cerned about money as the younger son.  He’s basically saying “you 
wasted your own money on him, and now you’re wasting my money 
on him with this fattened calf.”  The older son wants to control the 
father’s actions, denying grace and love to those he feels are not 
deserving.  The younger brother had rejected the older brother’s 
world of merit and work, so he should be rejected entirely from 
the family.  The older brother sees himself as the exact opposite of 
his younger sibling.
 Yet, in terms of being lost from a relationship with their fa-
ther, they are remarkably alike.  Kenneth Bailey quotes Ibrahim 
Sa’id, an Egyptian Christian scholar, saying, “The difference 
between [the older brother] and his younger brother is that the 
younger brother was estranged and rebellious while absent from 
the house, but the older son was estranged and rebellious in his 
heart while he was in the house.  The estrangement and rebellion 
of the younger son were evident in his surrender to his passions 
and in his request to leave his father’s house.  The estrangement 
and rebellion of the older son were evident in his anger and his 
refusal to enter the house.”27 
 Sadly, the older son is blinded by his own self-righteousness 
and the judgment of those around him to seeing his own condition.  
Yet his father continues to reach out to him.

the father’s grace

“My son,” the father said, “you are always with me, and everything I have is 
yours. But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was 
dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.”  luke 15:31-32

In spite of his son’s response, his father speaks tenderly to him.  
Where the older son refuses to use the appropriate title, his father 
gently talks to him using the possessive “my son.”  He affirms his 
hard work and his steadfastness to the family when he says “you are 
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always with me.”  Yet there is a double sense here: it can refer to the 
fact that he has been with him working, but it can also be a question 
that asks “how can you have been so physically close, yet remained so 
emotionally distant?”  
 His father also affirms that that the older brother owns the rest 
of the estate.  Yet he wants to teach his son the true reason behind 
the celebration: the redemption of his lost brother.  It is not a mat-
ter of favoritism or exploitation, but the simple fact that someone 
who was dead to the family is now alive to them again.  Such a return 
requires that there be a celebration according to the law of love.  
 Yet this is a law that the older son does not understand.  It is 
a law that the self-righteous man does not comprehend, primarily 
because love toward his father is lacking in his heart.  He can only 
love himself.
 Here ends the parable.  But there is a final dramatic beat that 
is missing. The entire second half of the parable has been struc-
tured to arrive at a situation that does not come.28  The literary 
structure of the narrative reveals that Jesus is pressing those who 
are listening to want the older son to go into the feast, yet Jesus 
does not provide the final narrative step.  As a result, His listeners 
must remain in that moment of tension, deciding for themselves 
what they should do.
 It is clear that Jesus means for this decision to haunt the Pharisees 
and experts in the law.  It is not difficult to see how the points of com-
parison line up: the sinners and tax collectors are like the younger son, 
flagrantly disobeying God’s laws but returning in repentant humility to 
God; God is like the father, graciously going out to meet His lost chil-
dren whether they are sinners or self-righteous; and the Pharisees are 
like the older brother, always doing what they feel should be done, yet 
still as lost from the father’s love as their brothers. Even more so, they are 
potentially rejecting the grace that God is extending to them through Jesus Christ.
 This parable is not only a warning, it is also a condemnation.  
When compared to the preceding two parables, it is a reminder to 
those who know the law that it is their responsibility to go out and 
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graciously bring in those who have rejected it.  But instead of sup-
porting Jesus in His ministry to the lost sheep of Israel, the Phari-
sees and teachers of the law denounced Him for His actions.  In 
return, Jesus condemned them for their hypocrisy, saying “Woe to 
you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You shut the 
kingdom of heaven in men’s faces. You yourselves do not enter, nor 
will you let those enter who are trying to…. On the outside you ap-
pear to people as righteous but on the inside you are full of hypoc-
risy and wickedness.” (Matt 23:13, 28) 
 This parable’s lack of a character who goes out and searches 
for the lost son is not intended to imply that God does not go out 
and seek lost sinners; the two preceding parables showed that this 
is exactly what He does.  Rather, this particular parable was con-
structed to show what was lacking in both brothers—and to show 
that the father goes out to meet both of them where they are spiri-
tually. Furthermore, it was intended to convict those in the reli-
gious leadership who cared little for their flock who were lost all 
around them.

pa r a l l e l s
OriginaL paraBLE paraBLE fiLM

The father is a wealthy 
landowner.

Mr. Hawthorne, the father, is a 
wealthy owner of a company.

He has two sons who work on 
the family estate.

He has two sons who work for the 
family company.

Younger son asks for his share of 
the estate.

Jake, the younger son, asks for his 
share of the company.

Older brother is expected 
to intercede as peacemaker 
between the father and younger 
son, but does nothing.

Andrew, the older brother, 
is expected to intercede as 
peacemaker between the father 
and younger son, but does 
nothing.
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Father divides his property 
between his two sons.

Mr. Hawthorne divides his 
ownership in the company 
between his two sons.

Younger son sells off the family 
property for cash. 

Jake cashes out his ownership in 
the company.

Younger son leaves for a gentile 
country, far from home both 
geographically and morally.

Jake leaves for New York City, far 
from home geographically and 
morally. 

Younger son wastes his money 
by lavish spending on his friends 
and on himself.

Jake wastes his money by lavish 
spending on expensive cars, 
apartments, and lifestyle.

There was a severe famine in the 
country.

There is a severe recession in the 
country.

Younger son finds a job with a 
gentile farmer.

Jake finds a job with a hospital 
hiring manager.

The gentile farmer gives him a 
job feeding pigs, a detestable job 
for Jews.

The hiring manager gives him a 
job helping out in the morgue, a 
detestable job for most people.

He comes to his senses working 
with the pigs and realizes the 
true nature of his situation.

Jake comes to his senses working 
in the hospital and realizes the true 
nature of his situation.

He thinks about his father’s hired 
men and how well they are taken 
care of in comparison to his 
situation.

Jake sees the hospital 
administrators and thinks about 
the men his father hires, and how 
well they are taken care of in 
comparison to his situation.

The younger son realizes he has 
forfeited the right to be a son, 
but thinks he can still make a 
living by being a skilled artisan 
(instead of either an owner or a 
servant).

Jake realizes he has forfeited the 
right to be a son, but thinks he 
can still make a living by being a 
hospital administrator (instead 
of either an owner or an hourly 
worker).

His father sees his younger son 
while still a long way off, and 
before he sees his father.

Mr. Hawthorne sees Jake while he 
is coming toward him, and before 
Jake sees him.
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His father feels great love for 
him when he sees him and 
runs to meet him, disregarding 
what others think of such an 
unexpected and undignified 
response.

Mr. Hawthorne feels great love for 
him when he sees him and runs 
to meet him, disregarding what 
others think of such an unexpected 
and undignified response.

His father hugs and kisses him 
before his younger son can give 
his speech.

Mr. Hawthorne hugs and kisses 
Jake before he can get out his 
speech.

The younger son tells his father 
he’s sinned and that he’s no 
longer worthy to be his son, but 
leaves off the request to be made 
a skilled artisan – signs that he 
has reached true repentance.

Jake tells his father he’s sorry 
and that he’s no longer worthy 
to be his son, but leaves off the 
request to be made a hospital 
administrator – signs he has 
reached true repentance.

The father tells his servants to 
dress him with the finest robe 
and put a ring on his finger and 
sandals on his feet – all signs 
that he has been completely 
reaccepted and re-instated to the 
family.

Mr. Hawthorne tells his secretary 
to call the board to welcome 
him back and to clean out his 
office – all signs that he has been 
completely reaccepted and re-
instated to the family business.

The father tells his servants to 
bring the fattened calf and kill it, 
and to have a feast and celebrate 
in order to show the community 
his son has been reaccepted as 
well as to celebrate his return.

Mr. Hawthorne tells his secretary to 
hire the best restaurant to provide 
the best food for a party in order 
to show the company that his son 
has been reaccepted as well as to 
celebrate his return.

The older son was in the field 
working.

Andrew, the older son, was away 
from the office working.

When the older son comes back 
into the office he hears music 
and dancing, and is curious as to 
what is happening.

When Andrew comes into the 
office he sees the party and is 
curious as to what is happening.

The older brother becomes 
angry and refuses to go into the 
party – a sign of contempt for 
his brother and disrespect to his 
father.

Andrew becomes angry and 
refuses to greet his brother and 
reaccept – a sign of contempt for 
his brother and disrespect to his 
father.
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1 Kenneth Bailey, Poet & Peasant (Eerdmans, 1976), 164.
2  Arland J. Hultgren, The Parables of Jesus (Eerdmans, 2000), 73.
3  Bailey, Poet, 161-162.
4  Kenneth Bailey, The Cross & the Prodigal (InterVarsity Press, 2005), 42.
5  Bailey, Cross, 45.
6  Bailey, Poet, 164.
7  Ibid.
8  Ibid, 169.

The father goes out and pleads 
with him to come in.

Mr. Hawthorne goes out and talks 
gently to him to come in.

The older brother speaks to his 
father harshly and complains that 
he’s been treated unfairly.

Andrew speaks to his father 
harshly and complains that he’s 
been treated unfairly.

The older brother argues that his 
father does not really love him 
because he hasn’t thrown him a 
party.

Andrew argues that his father does 
not really love him because he 
hasn’t thrown him a party.

The older son reminds his father 
that the younger son has lost 
his money, then says he lost it 
with prostitutes, a shocking, 
slanderous statement that he has 
no proof of.

Andrew reminds his father that the 
younger son has lost his money, 
then says that he wasted it on 
drugs and whores, a shocking, 
slanderous statement that he has 
no proof of.

In spite of his older son’s anger, 
the father answers him gently.

In spite of Andrew’s anger, Mr. 
Hawthorne answers him gently.

The father reminds his son that 
everything he has is his since he 
divided his estate with him.

Mr. Hawthorne reminds Andrew 
that everything he has is his since 
he divided the company between 
them.

The father encourages his older 
son to celebrate and be glad 
because his brother was lost and 
is now found.

Mr. Hawthorne encourages his 
older son to celebrate and be glad 
because his brother was lost and is 
now found.

We are left wondering what the 
older son chooses to do.

We are left wondering what 
Andrew chooses to do.
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See the Biblical test on pp. 8-9. 

T R A N S C R I P T  O F  
A P P L I C AT I O N  V I D E O

Las transcripciones del vídeo de aplicación están disponible en español y puede ser 
descargado a: modernparable.com/materials 

Living out Prodigal Sons – Rev. Scotty Smith
Rev. Scotty Smith is Founding Pastor of Christ Community Church in Franklin, Ten-
nessee.

introduction
Without a doubt this is the most beloved and well known of 
the parables Jesus told.  We call it the parable of the prodi-
gal son.  It’s a sentimental story, and yet we’ve missed something  
very vital.  Jesus, in introducing this parable, referred to a father 
having two sons.  This isn’t just the parable of the prodigal son, this 
is the story of two sons—both of them lost, both of them prodigals, 
both of them needing equally what a gracious, loving, merciful fa-
ther alone can give.
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two types of Lost People
My friend Tim Keller has opened up this parable to a lot of us.  He 
shows that to understand these two sons in the parable is to under-
stand two entirely different ways people deal with God.  We can try 
to relate to God through our own efforts or through trying to run 
from Him.  I know that sounds odd, but there are two ways of deal-
ing with God in our life: as sinners or as the self-righteous.  Tax 
collectors, who were in the community that Jesus was speaking to, 
and Pharisees and scribes, who were bound up with thinking they 
could make life work by simply doing it right.
 In our day we would give a new language to these two groups: rela-
tivists and moralists.  The relativist is like the younger brother, really 
interpreting all of life in his own terms, based upon his own story.  
The moralist is someone that would reduce the Law of God to rules 
and regulations. “I think I can put God in the dock, expecting to get 
from Him what my moralism and obedience deserve.”  Both of these –  
the relativist and the moralist – are equally far from the center.  
Both are just as lost.

the Relativist
Let’s talk about the relativist first—the younger brother in our par-
able.  What makes his world tick?  How do we understand it?  How 
do we get within his grid?  Truth and traditional morality for the 
younger brother are thrown out the window.  That is, at least truth 
that is objective to me.  The younger brother doesn’t want someone 
superimposing a worldview on him.  Morality becomes whatever will 
give me pleasure and meaning – “I don’t mean to harm you, but I will 
be fulfilled.”  
 This is so because, for the younger brother, really the core 
values of life are personal peace, affluence, pleasure, fulfill-
ment—it really is about me after all.  Truly, the younger brother,  
if he wants the knowledge of God, it’s not to know a God to serve and 
to love, but simply the benefits from whatever worldview, from what-
ever God will give him what he thinks he must have in order to make 
life meaningful.  It’s just about him.  
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the moralist
The moralist is the flip side of the coin.  He’s the older brother in the 
parable.  He embraces traditional morality.  He wants to know what the 
status quo is. He’s conservative, he’s going to find the mainstream and 
camp out there.  Duty is his mantra and the measure of all things.  All of 
life is reduced down to how I perform, how you perform and, tragically, 
how God performs.  
 This older brother doesn’t obey God because he loves God.  
He doesn’t obey God because of any profound sense in his own 
heart that God loves him.  He obeys God because he wants to 
control God.  He wants a predictable deity—that’s why he’s re-
duced the entirety of the Christian life down to tit-for-tat spiri-
tuality.  I do my part, God must do His part.  I do big obedience, 
God has to bless me.  If I fail, it’s okay – I can work my way right 
back because I’m good enough.  The moralist stumbles over his 
own goodness.  The bottom line is this – the moralist, the older 
brother in our midst, really doesn’t want to know God any more 
than the relativist does.

Aspects of Younger Brothers
What do these two brothers have in common, these two sons?  
They’re both lost. They’re both disconnected from their own hearts 
and from the heart of God.  
 But let’s think about the younger brother in particular.  What 
are some of the common themes you will find in younger broth-
ers?  Younger brothers are usually outside the church, whether 
they are un-churched, wanting nothing to do with it, or whether 
they’ve de-churched—simply gotten fed up and left.  Even if they’re 
hiding out in the church, you will usually find that younger broth-
er distanced from the church in some way.  
 Younger brothers, because they want to have a free conscience, 
will minimize, marginalize, or just relativize God’s Law.  And they 
do this sometimes by feigning agnosticism or talking about some 
sort of intellectual problem with God—anything they can do to give 
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their core values—freedom and personal fulfillment—highest prior-
ity.  They relativize God’s Law.  
 And in time, because they are a law unto themselves, the con-
sequences of living like this catches up to them, leaving them in the 
gutter metaphorically, literally, spiritually, and physically.  More 
often than not, these younger brothers will come to the end of 
themselves living out that party dream, but finding out that people 
leave the party when they run out of the supply.

Aspects of older Brothers
The truth is, the older brother is just as lost.  In fact, his lostness 
is even more troubling because he’s lost in his goodness.  He’s em-
braced the Law of God, but it hasn’t penetrated his heart—his heart 
is really not engaged at all.  Duty is an end in and of itself for him.  
Not delighting in the things of God, his goal is not to know God—he 
wants to predict God.  He wants to control God.  
 Older brothers are hard to discern within the body of 
Christ because of their goodness.  They’re spouting the Bible,  
they’re at church when the doors are open, they’re having quiet 
times—and yet there’s a smugness, something about them that makes 
it hard to know what they really are up to.  Tragically, what they are 
not up to is knowing God.

Recognizing older Brothers
In the church, most of us are not younger brothers—there are young-
er brothers in our midst, but there are a lot more older brothers 
than we care to admit.  How do we recognize these older brothers?
 A joyless, mechanical obedience.  Obedience is there,  at least 
externally—but no joy for the younger brothers who do find their 
way home.  Indeed, these older brothers,  you know them: the raised 
eyebrow, the sense of looking down, a disdain towards the weak ones 
and broken ones in our midst.  
 That lack of compassion marks the older brother—that disdain, 
that smugness.  And really what’s behind all of that?  More than 
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anything else, the older brother is marked by a lack of assurance 
that the Father really loves him or her.  How else can we explain the 
callousness, the smugness, and the self-righteous judgmental criti-
cal attitude of those who sit in our churches today except that they 
are not convinced that the Father loves them as much as He says He 
does?  
 Anger stands out as one of the marks of the older brother— 
an attitude of heart that says, “God, you owe me and, truth be told, 
you’re not delivering on Your end of the bargain.  I’m doing ev-
erything I know to do and yet I don’t like the way You are arranging 
my life.” 
 What’s the older brother’s biggest problem?  It’s really not 
that difficult to see.  Older brothers (or older sisters, for that part) 
don’t know their true condition—that they live behind a veneer of 
self-righteousness and they simply have no way of knowing how bad 
off they are.  Therefore they cannot appreciate God’s provision 
for them.  They are clueless to their condition, they are clueless to 
God’s provision.  
 And all of that just shows up in this performance-based, 
arrogant spirituality.  They don’t know their heart, they don’t 
know God’s heart, so all they know to do is to perform, perform, 
perform.  The bottom line is that older brothers have got to see 
how much they need to repent of their self-righteousness.  

the Pursuing father
In the parable of the Prodigal Sons, Jesus is teaching us about two 
ways people try to make their lives work in response to what they 
believe to be true about God.  But both of these ways are equally di-
sastrous.  They both sabotage the true knowledge of God.  And they 
fail against the backdrop of the lead character that begins to emerge 
in this parable.  He truly is the loving, pursuing father.  
 And Jesus presents this father as one unlike any father 
we’ve ever known, perhaps unlike any image of God we’ve car-
ried around in our heart.  A father that extends himself, a  
father that embraces younger brothers and older brothers alike.  But 
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you see, here’s the irony in the parable: why is it that we only find 
one of the two brothers responding readily to the affection of such a 
loving father?  Why the younger brother?  What is it about younger 
brothers that makes them respond so much quicker than self-righ-
teous older brothers?  
 They hit rock bottom sooner.  They simply come to the end of 
themselves.  And as they come to the end of themselves, they em-
brace their brokenness.  They are more ready to say, “I am a mess.”  
And in that tragic sense of disconnect, they risk going home.  And 
as they go home, as they make their movement towards what they 
hope will be life, the father emerges.  
 How Jesus begins to characterize that father figure—the true 
God who is in the story!  The father, from a faraway place, sees 
his younger son moving toward him, and the father hikes up his 
skirt, his gown.  He begins to run toward his son.  And as the 
Scripture tells us, he falls on the neck of this younger son and 
he kisses him: the kisses of God the Father.  

Pride and humility
It’s so tragic, so sad to see that this older brother simply has no com-
prehension that he needs the father’s embrace.  And yet don’t we 
see the same thing for a while in the story of the younger brother?  
That’s what really ties these two brothers together.  They’re in the 
same family, they’re smitten with the same disease that we’re smitten 
with.  It’s called pride.  
 God knows the proud from afar, but gives grace to the humble.  
He pursues younger brothers that have wasted their lives, squan-
dered the inheritance.  He pursues self-righteous, toxically reli-
gious people that still don’t get it—that still don’t get that it’s about 
a relationship with the living God.
 I pray we find ourselves in the stories of these two young men.  
Perhaps we’re a part of each.  But all of us need to deal with the fact 
that it’s pride, more than anything else, that keeps us distanced from 
God.  He is pursuing us, He is lavishing on us His affections.  Jesus tells 
this story because He knows the end of the story is His providing the 
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very righteousness we need that we can never find in either religion 
or irreligion.  Only in the gift of God’s Son Jesus — who shows us 
the Father’s heart, who invites you and me to think about our pride, 
our unbelief, our self-righteousness, our despair, our shame – can 
we really respond to Him who loves us and who is pursuing us.  Let’s 
humble ourselves.  Let’s repent of our unrighteousness, our self-
righteousness and receive God’s grace.  

A D D I T I O NA L  V E R S E S  
FO R  ST U DY  A N D  R E F L E C T I O N

Luke 18:9-14

Matthew 23:1-4; 11-28

Proverbs 29:23

James 4:6
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P R E P  B E FO R E  C L A S S :

• Watch thE fiLM prodigal sons.

 (21 minutes)

• rEViEW aLL Of LEssOn 11 (this sEctiOn). 
 (Approx 10 minutes)

• rEad aLL Of LEssOn 11 in thE stUdY MatEriaL (p.8).

 (Approx 20 minutes)

note: Prodigal Sons is Jesus’ longest parable, so the film and 
teaching materials are naturally longer. Please consider this as you 
plan for your class.

W H AT  TO  D O  D U R I NG  C L A S S :

stEp 1 :  Watch thE paraBLE fiLM prodigal sons  
(21 minutes)

Play parable movie. 

stEp 2: asK qUEstiOns aBOUt thE fiLM 
(5 minutes)

often comments and discussion points will arise out of your au-
dience naturally.  However, if they do not, here are some questions 
that will help people to start thinking deeper about the film.
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1. Which of these two brothers do you relate more to?  Why is 
that?

2. How has this film changed your perspective on the parable?

stEp 3: tEach aBOUt thE paraBLE 
(20 minutes)

1. Read the Biblical text (see pp. 8-9).

2. teach about the Parable

1. Introduction

1.1. It is one of the most famous parables Jesus told.

1.2. The sentimental aspects of the younger son’s return has 
made it a challenge to interpret the parable accurately.  It 
is really a comparison about two lost sons.

2. Setting and Context

2.1. Two groups had gathered to listen to Him: tax collectors 
and sinners, and Pharisees and teachers of the law.  They 
represented the sinners and the self-righteous, or the law-
breakers and the law-abiders.

2.2. The two parables that precede the parable of the Prodigal 
Sons are the lost sheep and the lost coin.  They are about 
losing something valuable, seeking and finding it, then re-
joicing over the find.  

2.3. Prodigal Sons brings this question of lostness into much 
greater focus: what is the real nature of these two types of 
sins of those who are lost?

3. The Division of Property – Luke 15:11-12

3.1. Wealthy, landed farmer has two sons who naturally would 
have worked on his estate.

3.2. The younger son asks for his share of the inheritance.  
This was unheard of in Middle Eastern culture.  It was tan-
tamount to saying: I wish you were dead.

3.2.1. The younger son is rejecting his father: he doesn’t 
want him, but what he can give him.

3.2.2. The father would have been expected to grow an-
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gry and reject his son’s outrageous request, but 
does not.

3.3. The older son’s silence is condemning.  He should have act-
ed as mediator, but does not. His silence says there is some-
thing also wrong with his relationship with his father.

3.4. When the father divides his property, it meant he was giv-
ing it to both of them.

4. The First Lost Son – Luke 15:13

4.1. The younger son had to sell the property to the village to 
get cash.

4.2. He travels to a distant country where gentiles lived and 
wasted his money there.

4.2.1. He spent it in a luxurious lifestyle, likely in parties 
and on friends.

4.2.2. The Greek text does not say whether he was moral 
or immoral, just wasteful.  Our interpretation of 
this is usually influenced by the older brother’s 
comment that he wasted his money on prostitutes, 
but how would he have known?  

5. The Great Loss – Luke 15:14-16

5.1. Famines were one of the most devastating things in ancient 
society.

5.2. A citizen offers him a job he should reject since feeding 
pigs is one of the lowest, most disgusting jobs a Jew can 
have.

5.3. He is so hungry that he wants the food the pigs are eating. 
Yet no one gives him anything.  He is lost, totally separated 
from his family.

6. Gutter Sensibility – Luke 15:17-20

6.1. The Greek words for “came to his senses” is different than 
the word Luke uses regularly for repentance.  He had a 
situational change of mind due to his circumstances, but 
not a spiritual repentance.

6.2. He thinks about the men his father has hired and how their 
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situation is far better than his, so he forms a plan to save 
himself.

6.2.1. I have sinned against heaven and earth: he recog-
nizes it is his fault.

6.2.2. No longer worthy to be called your son: he realizes 
he must take some punishment.

6.2.3. Make me a hired man: the word in Greek is a free, 
independent worker. He will not be a slave, nor a 
son, therefore not under brother’s authority.

7. The Gracious Homecoming – Luke 15:20-24

7.1. The son has not entered the village yet, but the father sees 
him.

7.2. His father’s reaction is compassion. He feels a deep and 
abiding love when he sees his son.

7.3. His father runs to him, a degrading thing for an older man 
to do.

7.4. He then hugs and kisses him, signs to the watching com-
munity that he is forgiving his son and reconciling him to 
himself.

7.4.1. Theologically it shows us that grace precedes true 
repentance.

7.5. Son’s speech is only 2/3’s of what he originally intended.  
The part that is missing is a sign that he is in a different 
place than before; an important omission in such a short 
work.  Because of his father’s love, he comes to true repen-
tance and now ends on not being worthy

7.6. His father responds in particular ways:

7.6.1. Bring the best robe refers to his father’s robe used 
for feast days and would show the village that he 
had been reaccepted.

7.6.2. Put a ring on his finger refers to the signet ring 
and demonstrates that he has authority to do busi-
ness for the estate.

7.6.3. Put sandals on his feet is a sign of being free and 
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not a servant.  Furthermore, it shows the servants 
they are to serve him.

7.6.4. Kill the fattened calf shows that this is to be a large, 
luxurious celebration for the whole village since such 
a large animal required many people to eat it.

7.7. Father explains his motivation in saying his son was dead 
and is alive, lost and found.  This is a summary of life and 
death for repentance and salvation.

8. The Second Lost Son – Luke 15:25-30

8.1. Older son returns from the field where he has been work-
ing diligently.  This is appropriate since he sees merit as 
the basis of his relationship with his father.

8.2. The older brother’s angry reaction serves as the first point 
of contrast between him and the two other seekers in the 
preceding parables.  Where they experience joy and ex-
citement, he experiences anger and frustration.  Not only 
was it the older brother’s responsibility to seek the lost, 
it should have been his loving, filial desire.  Yet  he cares 
nothing for his lost brother.  

8.3. His refusal to go in is highly disrespectful to his father.  He 
should have been acting as the host serving the guests.

8.4. Yet again, the father meets disrespect with graciousness.  Al-
though it would have been embarrassing in front of all their 
guests, he goes out and pleads with him.  As his father, he 
could have demanded he go in, but instead he reasons with 
him.

8.5. The older son gives an angry speech that reveals the inner-
working of the self-righteous heart:

8.5.1. His first word ‘Look’ disregards the respectful title 
“father” and demonstrates he has lost all respect 
for his father.

8.5.2. ‘All these years’ reminds his father that he wasn’t 
the one that abandoned the family.

8.5.3. The older son says that he views himself as a slave: 
but why is that?  Is it possible that a life based on 
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merit encourages a slave-mentality in those who 
pursue it?

8.5.4. He says he ‘never disobeyed his orders,’ but what 
about that very moment of disobedience?

8.5.5. He then complains about his father not giving him a 
goat (in comparison to a fattened calf), as if saying, 
you love him more than you love me since you never 
gave me even a fraction of what you’ve given him. It 
is a childish statement that reveals the deep sense of 
uncertainty about his position in the family.

8.5.6. He ends by saying that he squandered his money 
with prostitutes, but this is just a dirty insult.  Af-
ter all, how does he know this?  He wasn’t there.  
Rather, he’s trying to make his brother look even 
worse than he does in front of the village.

8.6. Older brother sees himself as the exact opposite of his 
brother, but they are remarkably alike: both are prideful, 
arrogant, and estranged from their father.  

9. The Father’s Grace – Luke 15:31-32

9.1. In spite of his son’s response, his father speaks tenderly to 
him.  He affirms his hard work, that he still owns the rest 
of the estate, and assures him that he’s not going to re-
divide it between them.

9.2. He wants to teach his son the true reason behind the cel-
ebration: the redemption of his lost brother.  It is not a 
matter of favoritism or exploitation, but the simple fact that 
someone who was dead to the family is now alive to them 
again.  Such a return requires that there be a celebration 
according to the law of love.  

9.3. The parable ends, but the final dramatic beat is missing.   
What does the older brother decide to do?

9.4. Jesus’ listeners must remain in that moment of tension, 
deciding for themselves what they should do.

9.5. The parable is both a warning and a condemnation.

9.5.1. The sinners and tax collectors are like the younger 
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son; God is like the father; and the Pharisees are 
like the older brother.  They are always doing what 
they feel should be done, yet are as lost from the 
father’s love as their sinning brothers.  And they 
are  potentially rejecting the grace that God is ex-
tending to them through Jesus Christ.

9.5.2. When compared to the preceding two parables, it 
is a reminder to those who know the law that it is 
their responsibility to go out and graciously bring 
in those who have rejected the law.

9.5.3. Jesus condemns the Pharisees for their hard-
heartedness in many places.  They do not care for 
anyone but themselves.

9.6. In closing, Jesus is calling self-righteous people to ex-
amine themselves in light of their relationship to God 
and their brothers.  Ultimately, it is a parable about two 
lost sons whom God is seeking.

stEp 4: End With discUssiOn/qUEstiOns 

(5-10 minutes)

For the final part of the class, you can cover any questions that might 
come up or discuss an aspect of the parable that you feel is impor-
tant to stress.  Feel free to use the parallels chart on pp.27-30 to 
assist in your discussion.



Luke 15:11-32

pLEasE hOnOr UsagE rights fOr this dOcUMEnt pLEasE hOnOr UsagE rights fOr this dOcUMEnt

P R E P  B E FO R E  C L A S S :

• Watch thE appLicatiOn VidEO fOr prodigal   

 sons.  (14 minutes)

• rEViEW aLL Of LEssOn 12 (this sEctiOn). 

 (Approx 10 minutes)

• rEad aLL Of LEssOn 12 in thE stUdY MatEriaL (p.46).   

(Approx 10 minutes)

W H AT  TO  D O  D U R I NG  C L A S S :

stEp 1: rE-rEad thE BiBLicaL tEXt

Luke 15:11-32 (See Biblical Text on pp. 8-9).

stEp 2: pLaY thE appLicatiOn VidEO 

(12 minutes).

Play application video. 

Pastor info:  Scotty Smith, M.A.R., Founding Pastor, Christ 
Community Church, Franklin, Tennessee; Adjunct Professor of 
Practical Theology, Covenant Seminary.  He is the author of Ob-
jects of His Affection: Coming Alive to the Compelling Love of God, Reign of Grace: 
Restoring Broken Things, and, with singer Michael Card, the book Un-
veiled Hope.

teaching material for a class

Lesson Twelve
l i v i n g  t h e  pa r a b l e
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You can review the text of Rev. Smith’s application video in Lesson 
12 of the accompanying Study Materials.

stEp 3: asK qUEstiOns aBOUt thE  

appLicatiOn VidEO  (10-15 minutes)

Use this time to dig into what the pastor was saying in the ap-
plication video.  You can create your own questions or choose a 
few of the questions below to ask.  You will likely not have time to 
ask all the questions, so during the prep time, select those that most 
interest you.

1. Scotty said that the real issue in the parable is pride versus hu-
mility.  Do you have more pride or humility in your relation-
ship with God?  That is, are you proud of what you do for God 
or are you humbled by what He has done for you?  

2. Scotty said there are more older brothers than younger broth-
ers in today’s church.  Do we personally show signs of being 
older brothers?  If so, how?

3. The younger brother is on a quest for freedom. The older 
brother is a slave to his own self-righteousness. How are we 
more free living within the limits of God’s law?

4. In what ways do “younger brothers” show up as relativists in our 
own churches and communities? 

5. How do you think we, as followers of Christ, may best approach 
relativists? How can we best approach moralists?

6. The last scene in the movie has Andrew’s father telling him to 
look at himself.  Why is it so hard for self-righteous people to 
see their own sin?  What would happen if they embraced the 
father?  Why is it so unlikely for them to do so?

7. What are the signs of true children of the Kingdom? 

stEp 4: rEViEW thE fiLM/discUss 

thE paraBLE.  (15-20 minutes)

This is the final section to talk about the parable.  You can use the 
parallels table found in the Study Materials to lead a discussion 
about the parable.  Or you can watch sections of the film again by 
skipping to the particular scene you want to discuss.  A breakdown 
of the scenes is listed below:
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Chapter 1 –  Andrew arrives at the party.
Chapter 2 –  Andrew explains his brother Jake’s 
   situation.
Chapter 3 –  Andrew and Jake argue about Jake taking   
   his inheritance.
Chapter 4 –  Andrew gives his opinion on Jake’s   
   departure.
Chapter 5 –  The board debates Jake taking his   
   inheritance.
Chapter 6 –  Andrew calculates how quickly he spent   
   the money as we see a day in the life of Jake.
Chapter 7 –  Jake’s money runs out and he wanders    
   the streets.
Chapter 8 –  Jake takes a job at a hospital.
Chapter 9  –  Jake’s down and out apartment.
Chapter 10 – Jake discussing his situation with    
   a co-worker.
Chapter 11 –  Jake returns home and his father runs to   
   greet him.
Chapter 12 –  Andrew decides he has to change things   
   then confronts his father in front of 
   everyone.
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In order to explore the world of film and theology in greater detail, 
the writer, producer and director of Modern Parables has provided a 
Director’s Commentary on Prodigal Sons.  This commentary can be 
found as an additional track on the downloaded file.  
 The commentary runs the length of the film.  We recom-
mend that you play the commentary, then use the questions/ideas 
on the following pages during the class to encourage discussion.
 If you are interested in watching some of the films of the di-
rectors discussed here, we recommend that you consult the ratings 
systems that accompany them for some indication of content and 
suitability for various audiences.

tO accEss thE dirEctOr’s cOMMEntarY:

Using Quicktime format: You will need to play the HD or DVD 
films with Apple iTunes 7.6 or later.  (iTunes is a free download 
from apple.com/itunes)

1. Drag the film or application video file into Apple iTunes.
2. Select: Movies (in the left-hand column)
3. Select the film or video file you want to watch and double 

click it.
4. In the video window that appears, there is a control bar at 
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the bottom when the cursor arrow is over the video. (If the 
separate video window does not appear, but begins playing 
in the left-hand corner of iTunes, double click where it is 
playing for it to appear in a window of its own.) 

5. On the right-hand side of the control bar, there is a small 
icon that looks like a talking bubble. Click on that icon to 
choose Film Audio or Director’s Commentary.

Using microsoft Wmv format: You will need to play the HD or 
DVD films with Windows Media Player 10 or later. (Windows Media 
Player is a free download from microsoft.com/windows/windows-
media)

1. Double click on the WMV film or application video file.  Win-
dows Media Player should automatically open.  (If it does 
not, then perhaps your extensions are not properly set.  You 
can open Windows Media Player, then drag the file into it.)

2. Once the file opens, it should begin playing.  
3. Double click (or right click) on the video to enter Full Screen 

mode.  Right click on the full screen video to get a selection 
menu.

4. Go to Play > Audio and Language Tracks.
5. English (United States) should be selected.  Choose the other 

language choice and the Director’s Commentary will begin 
playing.  To take it off the Director’s Commentary, choose 
English (United States) again. 

If you have problems accessing the Director’s Commentary, see the 
FAQ on the Digitals Download page of modernparable.com.

Based on the style of orson Welles, American (1915-1985).
Welles’ films include: Citizen Kane (1941), The Magnificent Ambersons 
(1942), Mr. Arkadin (1955), Othello (1952), Touch of Evil (1958)
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stEp 1: Watch dirEctOr’s cOMMEntarY 
(21 minutes)

Play Commentary (on dvd main menu).  

stEp 2: discUssiOn

Feel free to pick and choose from the questions below to initiate 
discussion.

1. Prodigal Sons is structured non-linearly in that it starts in the 
middle of the story when the older brother returns, goes 
through a series of flashbacks, then ends with his argument with 
his father.  Why was this order shifted around, and how does it 
change the perception of the parable?

2. How does setting a frame with deep focus and playing action 
on multiple levels (foreground, midground, background) 
force the viewer to engage multiple levels simultaneously?  How 
does that square with reality, in which God has placed multiple 
things in context of each other as we go about our daily lives?

3. Prodigal Sons employs motion almost constantly in the film 
through moving cameras and moving actors.  This is something 
Welles liked to do and it adds a dramatic energy to scenes.  How 
is it used in Prodigal Sons to support the narrative?

4. Prodigal Son uses a lot of low camera angles, again in tribute to 
Welles. When they are used, do you feel that it gives a greater 
gravity to characters?  How does our view of people influence 
our perception of them, both in film and in real life? 

5. A number of cinematic techniques were used to emphasize the 
father’s strength.  What was used?  How does this strength give 
greater depth to the compassion the father shows to his sons?  
Can a cinematic image help us to understand God’s strength 
and love for his children?  

6. Prodigal Sons uses a contrast in color to show Jake’s life before 
and after his fall.  During the highlife, everything is beautiful; 
but afterward the color has been slightly desaturated to cre-
ate a bleaker feel.  How does color work in creation to affect 
our moods and perceptions?  Discuss how God uses color in 
the Bible and how important it is to our understanding of the 
world.
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7. The last shot ends on a closeup with Andrew, similar to the 
closeup at the start of the film.  How does the action of the 
camera, the look on Andrew’s face, and the father’s voice talk-
ing to him work together to create a moment of undecided ten-
sion as the film cuts to black at the end?
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i n c l u d e s :
 Introduction
 General Discussion/No Preparation Teaching Time
 Biblical Study/Parental Preparation Teaching Time

I NT R O D UC T I O N

Modern Parables lessons can be used in a family setting in a vari-
ety of ways.  We have been told by our customers that even young 
children (such as ages 4 and 5) have enjoyed some of the films and 
profited by them.  
 The application videos, on the other hand, are aimed at an old-
er audience (such as Middle School students to adults) and would 
possibly bore or confuse young children - something that should be 
avoided when teaching anyone about the Bible.
 We have therefore provided some possible scenarios for us-
ing Modern Parables in a variety of family settings.  It will be up 
to you to determine how best to use the material in your particu-
lar situation.
 (Please note: Additional teaching sequences for home school 
students and others are available online at modernparable.com un-
der Additional Materials)
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1 .   G E N E R A L  D I S C U S S I O N / NO - P R E P     
 T E AC H I NG  T I M E

Pre-planning: not necessary

stEp 1 – Watch prodigal sons

stEp 2 – rEad thE OriginaL paraBLE frOM LUKE 15:11-32.

stEp 3 – discUssiOn

• Read Luke 15:1-2.  These are the two groups of people Jesus 
originally told the parable to.  How do they relate to the charac-
ters in the parable?  What sin does each group struggle with?

• What is the younger son ultimately saying to his father by asking 
for his inheritance before he is dead?

• Does it bother you that the older son does not step in to stop 
the giving of the inheritance from occurring?  What does this 
say about the relationship between the older son and the fa-
ther?

• What is the younger son’s primary sin?
• Jews regarded pigs as ceremonially unclean, and so would have 

been disgusted to work with them.  What do you think about 
working in a morgue?

• What is the younger son doing when he considers his situation 
and decides to go back to his father?

• How does the father outwardly demonstrate that he has forgiven 
his son and reaccepted him into the family?

• Why do you think the older son is angry?  Is his anger justified?  
Why or why not?

• How does the father react to his older son?  What does this tell 
us about the father?

• Why does the parable suddenly end with the older son listening 
to his father, but not having made a decision?  Why would Jesus 
do that?
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*                     *                     * 

Depending on time, you can either move to the application section 
or wait for another time to do Step 4 and following.

*                     *                     * 

stEp 4 – Watch thE prodigal sons appLicatiOn VidEO

stEp 5 – discUssiOn: 

Note that you can consult the speaker’s transcript starting on p. 32 
for help in answering these questions as well as the Overview on 
Living the Parables (available for free download in the Additional 
Materials section of modernparable.com).

• What do you think about the idea that this is a parable about two 
lost sons instead of just one lost son?

• Rev. Smith talks about one son being a relativist and one son 
being a moralist?  A relativist is someone who thinks he can 
please himself by ignoring God’s law.  A moralist is someone 
who thinks he can save himself by following God’s law.   What 
are they both equally missing?

• Do you ignore God’s law in any areas?  Do you think you can 
make yourself happier by ignoring God’s law?  Why do you 
think that?

• If you ignore God’s law consistently, what will happen to you?
• Do you sometimes follow God’s law without wanting to know 

God more?  In what ways?
• Do you think God owes you something or should reward you 

for following His law?  Why do you think that?
• What is more important to God: that you love Him or that you 

know things about Him?  What are ways that we show our love 
to God?

• What is spiritual pride?  Rev. Smith says both brothers are 
prideful.  How is that so?
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• Why do you think the father allows the younger son to have his 
money?  What happens to us if we love the things God has given 
us more than we love God?

• How does the father show his love to his sons?  How has God 
shown His love to you?

• If we are struggling with spiritual pride in some way, what does 
Rev. Smith say we need to do? 

stEp 6 – praY as a faMiLY tO cLOsE OUt thE tEaching tiME.

2 .  B I B L I C A L  ST U DY / PA R E NTA L  P R E P  T E AC H -  
 I NG  T I M E

Lesson 11 – Understanding the Parable

Pre-planning: Watch the film, then read the Lesson 11 Study 
Material at the front of this booklet.  Review the outline on  
p. 40 and following.

stEp 1 – Watch prodigal sons

stEp 2 – rEad thE OriginaL paraBLE frOM LUKE 15:11-32.

stEp 3 – gO tO p.40 and tEach as MUch Or as LittLE as YOU 

dEsirE frOM that OUtLinE.  fEEL frEE tO EncOUragE YOUr 

chiLdrEn tO asK qUEstiOns aBOUt anYthing and fOLLOW 

that LinE Of discUssiOn.

stEp 4 – rEViEW thE highpOints Of thE OUtLinE and asK 

qUEstiOns fOr VariOUs pOints tO EnsUrE UndErstanding.

stEp 5 – praY as a faMiLY tO cLOsE OUt thE tEaching tiME.
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Lesson 12 – Living the Parable

Pre-planning: Watch the Application Video, then review the ques-
tions from p. 47 or those listed above.  Choose the questions you’d 
like to ask.

stEp 1 – rEad LUKE 15:11-32.

stEp 2 - Watch thE appLicatiOn VidEO.

stEp 3 – asK qUEstiOns YOU’VE sELEctEd frOM p.47 Or frOM  

aBOVE and discUss thE ansWErs.  

stEp 4 – rEViEW What YOU’VE LEarnEd.

How can we apply this parable to our individual lives?
How can we apply it as a family?
How can we apply it at our church?

stEp 5 – praY as a faMiLY tO cLOsE OUt thE tEaching tiME.

Thank you for purchasing and using Modern Parables.

Please see the back of this booklet for additional products.
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additiOnaL rEsOUrcEs 
and MatEriaLs

Go to www.modernparable.com  
to take advantage of online resources on the parables  

as well as to purchase additional materials.

indiVidUaL dVd’s

stUdY BOOKs

LEadEr’s gUidEs

grOUp stUdY dVd BOX sEt

digitaL dOWnLOads

MOViE pOstErs 
(for use in announcing the cLass)

BOOKs On thE paraBLEs

Actual posters will include space at the bottom  
for writing class information.
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UsagE rights:

You are authorized to use this digital document 
for personal, ministry, or church use.  You may 
print multiple copies for use by one or more 
leaders.  

Individual Study Materials are available for 
download for members of your class.  We ask that 
you please purchase one license per person when 
printing the Study Materials.

You may not modify, distribute, or sell this digi-
tal document.  

Thank you for honoring the 8th Commandment 
when using Modern Parables digital media.
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